disability insurance (SSDI) requirements (see separate entry for the Social Security
Administration) or who have permanent kidney failure.

Medicaid is a joint Federal/state program which provides health care services to persons
with low incomes. Disabled persons may be eligible for Medicaid on the basis of their
incomes. Because eligibility is determined by each state's program of public assistance
(welfare) on the basis of broad Federal guidelines, there are geographic differences
between eligibility requirements and types of service covered. Medicaid services are
available in all states and in Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands,

Information Services: HCFA responds to inquiries from the general public. This includes
inquiries about Medicare and Medicaid.

National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD)

National Institutes of Health

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Building 31

Room 2A32

Bethesda. MD   20892

(301) 49&-5133

Handicapping Conditions Served; Mental retardation (particularly Down syndrome) and
learning disabilities (particularly dyslexia). A few genetic and metabolic disorders are
studied.

Users Served:   Parents, teachers, health care professionals.

The Organization: NICHD funds a multimillion dollar research program at its headquarters
and around the country, at universities and medical schools. Research and doctoral training
are done in the areas of maternal and child health, human development, and
reproduction/population, with the focus on the continuing growth and development process
(biological and behavioral) from the prenatal period to maturity. The NICHD also supports
12 Mental Retardation Research Centers across the country, where research, professional
education, patient care, and counseling are undertaken.

Information Services: Information is particularly strong on research related to Down
syndrome, mental retardation, speech and language, and speech and reading. Most
information describes various conditions and what is currently known about them. Patients
may be referred by NICHD to the programs of the Mental Retardation Research Centers for
diagnosis, treatment, and other services. Publications include Developmental Dyslexia and
Related Reading Disorders, and other speech/reading and speech/language materials; and
booklets on Down syndrome, smoking during pregnancy, childhood hyperactivity, anorexia
nervosa, caesarean childbirth, oral contraceptives, precocious puberty, low birth weight
babies, and sudden infant death. A Parent's Guide to Cvstinosis provides an explanation of
the disease and how it is diagnosed, and offers advice on day-today care of the child with
the disorder, including a discussion of emotional and school-related problems that can arise.
A new report, Prenatal and Perinatal Factors Associated with Brain Disorders, presents
current knowledge about prenatal and perinatal causes of neurological dysfunction.

176nt, implementation and effectiveness of the SEP's monitoring of
